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was stolen by the Buriat inhabitants of the village.
The Buriats, deeply offended in their honour,, deter-
mined to do everything in their power to discover the
thief. A meeting of their Elders was held and it was
decided to consult a prophetic lama. The lama told
them that the money would be found in a certain
house of a certain street, walled into the western side
of an oven. The Buriats thereupon called on the
Russian company commander and asked for an escort,
declaring that they had every reason to believe that
the stolen money would be recovered. The money
was found at the exact spot indicated by the lama.
And the house was that of the intendant himself!

"The iotendant was away at the time of the search,
but when he heard of it he simply sent a couple of
Cossacks for the lama and had him arrested. A few
days later, however, the intendant was transferred to
another garrison. But the loyal Buriats nevertheless
had considerable difficulty in securing the lama's
release."

Cokto Badma Zhap's next story of a prophetic
lama was from his own personal experience.

"On one of my scientific expeditions," he said, "I
travelled to Western Mongolia, in the region of
Alasan, where there were no post offices and no tele-
graphs, so that I was unable to communicate with my
parents, who were hundreds of miles away. I had
reason to be worried about them, so, aftet much
cogitation, I approached a prophetic lama living in
a nearby monastery, and asked him whether he could
tell me what my parents were doing at that moment.